St Gennys Nature Recovery Strategy Portfolio Report January 2026
Activities in January
· Cornwall Nature Recovery Strategy – further actions proposed below
· Ongoing dialogue with National Trust 
· Received Lichen and Flora Surveys for churchyard (finally!).  Note that the churchyard is a ‘nationally significant’ site for lichen
The Parish Council is asked to consider the following recommendations
1. We should ask CC to review their policy on Tree Preservation Orders. 
Cornwall Council’s 2020 policy to not apply Tree Preservation Orders to existing trees and woodland for amenity does not align with the ambitions of their NRS (2025), nor the intent of their Climate Emergency Development Plan (2023) and their Ecological Emergency (2021).  It also does not fulfil the duty imposed by The Levelling-up and Regeneration Act (LURA) 2023.
2. We should ask CC to consider how it can support development of measures that would improve the protection offered by the County Wildlife Site designation.
Cornwall Wildlife Trust has acknowledged that the County Wildlife Site designation is next-to-useless for requiring landowners to avoid harm to existing natural assets.  We should ask CC to consider how it can support development of measures that would improve the protection – we have a strong example locally.

The reasons are outlined in the following notes, which also refer to harm that we have experienced in St Gennys, in part due to the current inadequate arrangements.
For context, our draft Pledge for Nature for St Gennys is re-stated below:
“For St Gennys, arguably it’s more about nurturing what we have already rather than ‘bringing nature back’.  We live within a Protected Landscape, we share our space with a rare fragment of temperate rainforest and we have a very high density of hedgerows, many of which are rich in species diversity.  It’s easy to forget how special this place is.
Perhaps our Pledge should be to protect, conserve and enhance the nature that we are privileged to live in and that our many visitors experience and enjoy.
Such a Pledge would give us plenty to aim at, including:
· Avoid further harm
· Improve the condition of existing hedgerows
· Enhance the protection of existing trees, groups of trees and woodlands
· Record all of our Ancient, Veteran and Notable Trees
· Encourage the restoration and regeneration of our woodlands
· Support appropriate new planting”
Cornwall Nature Recovery Strategy (NRS) – for context
We finally got a response from Cornwall NRS after an intervention from Cllr Loic Rich.  We had asked specifically about liaison with existing organisations, since the Wildlife Trust and National Trust seemed to be unaware of the NRS at our local level.
We were complimented on the strong alignment of our draft Pledge for Nature to the NRS.  We also noted the following statement (copied in the form it was received):
“As much as the LNRS provides an excellent framework for the organisations to look towards it does not replace their own strategies which both the Cornwall Wildlife Trust and the National Trust have. Their respective strategies considered and are aligned with the principal ambitions of the NRS. To that end we are somewhat all singing from the same hymn sheet – nature is in crisis, action is needed to catalyse change. Likewise, the NRS does not replace the on the ground knowledge of the individuals who work in the organisations mentioned. Nonetheless, we would be interested to learn from your experience going forward so that we can better understand how to work with these organisations so that the core message of the NRS gets disseminated more effectively.
Regarding jointly agreed initiatives/understandings with these and other organisations that we can tap into at local level.
We are working towards a delivering large scale nature recovery projects such as ‘Carn to Coast’, ‘Fal Rivers to Reef’ and ‘Reawakening the Lizard’ as well as an emerging project on bodmin moor. These are being fleshed out through a series of workshops and funding is being applied for. At the moment none of the locations of these projects are within the vicinity of St Gennys. However, we are also working towards piloting a section of Coastal Wildbelt in North Cornwall with Cornwall Wildlife Trust and National Trust. This is embryonic but e parish councils and the CAP areas will be updated in due course.”
We’re thinking about how to pick up on “we would be interested to learn from your experience going forward so that we can better understand ….”.
Since they have invited us to share our experience, we could respond with at least two challenges for them:
1 Cornwall Council’s 2020 policy to not apply Tree Preservation Orders to existing trees and woodland for amenity does not align with the ambitions of their NRS (2025), nor the intent of their Climate Emergency Development Plan (2023) and their Ecological Emergency (2021).  It also does not fulfil the duty imposed by The Levelling-up and Regeneration Act (LURA) 2023.
We should ask CC to review this; we can support CC by providing local test cases.  Action would be entirely within CC’s control.
· The existing policy thwarts the aims of our local Pledge for Nature to avoid harm to our existing natural assets.
· It would be reasonable to ask CC to re-introduce a TPO policy that supports the protection of existing trees, groups of trees and woodlands, similar to the policy of their predecessors 60-70 years ago.
· We can make compelling cases for the public visual amenity of numerous trees, groups of trees and woodlands in the Protected Landscape of St Gennys.
· Locally, we have experience of trees being removed with impunity (the removal of the specimen tree at Crackington Manor was discussed in the PC at the time).
CC’s duty under The Levelling-up and Regeneration Act (LURA) 2023 is to ‘seek to further’ the statutory purposes of Protected Landscapes (i.e. the whole of this parish).
This is an active duty.  
LURA states that as far as is reasonably practical, relevant authorities should seek to avoid harm and contribute to the conservation and enhancement of the natural beauty, special qualities, and key characteristics of Protected Landscapes.
Making TPOs to protect trees, groups of trees and woodlands is a ‘reasonably practicable’ measure.
For more detail, we repeat the information from our August 2025 portfolio report :
Cornwall Council’s Emergencies, Plans and Use of TPOs
In 2023, the council adopted the Climate Emergency Development Plan, which sets out policies - 
Policy 1 Climate Change Principles includes 
Contribute positively to environmental growth, protecting irreplaceable habitats and the integrity of ecosystems, restoring natural processes and strengthening nature recovery networks, and ensuring a net gain for biodiversity.
Policy G3 Canopy includes 
“As part of its approach to improving this (Canopy), Cornwall Council has committed to creating a ‘Forest for Cornwall’ by planting up to 8,000 hectares of new woodland by 2030. However, it also wishes to ensure that the loss of trees through development and infrastructure projects are reduced and reversed.”
Policy G4 Local Nature Recovery Network simply states “Where development is sited within or adjacent to an adopted Local Nature Recovery Network it should demonstrate how the proposal will maintain and enhance the integrity and connectivity of the network and support the principles of the Local Nature Recovery Strategy.”
This is a significant factor for St Gennys.  The Nature Recovery Strategy shows that c. 50% of the area of St Gennys Parish is classified as Zone 1 (Existing Network: Includes statutorily protected areas and other high quality unprotected land) and/or  Zone 2: (Habitat Opportunity Areas: Strategically identified areas with no existing statutory protection but which have the potential to be improved and provide connectivity between the Zone 1 areas.)
In 2021 the council declared an Ecological Emergency “as a call for action to help save our valuable natural habitat and the wildlife that depends on it.”
All of the above policy statements appear to support the retention of existing habitats / trees etc (or at least suggest that we should expect support to avoiding harm).
Extract from Guidance on “the proper use of Tree Preservation Orders”, published in September 2020 (ie before the Climate and Ecological Emergencies) - “TPOs are one tool available to the Council to ensure the protection of trees. The amenity value of, and the threat posed to trees, tree groups and woodlands shall be assessed consistently and shall inform decision making.  Each site and case shall be considered on its own merits, in light of the issues and factors raised above. TPOs shall be used to protect those trees that are under threat of removal or damage where actions would have a significantly detrimental impact upon public visual amenity.”
While that seems to offer scope for our treescape, elsewhere in their statement it is over-ridden - “….   nor is it appropriate to use TPOs to provide long term, landscape scale tree protection within Cornwall.”
Joint service statement on Trees and Tree Preservation Orders
Examination of the TPOs on CC’s Interactive Mapping shows that TPOs were applied more frequently in the past by CC and the District Councils.  TPOs included substantial woodlands, for instance the woodland surrounding the A39 above Knightsmill a few miles to the west of Camelford (TPOs made by CCC in 1951), Boscastle 1959, Rocky Valley and St Nectans 1950
2 Cornwall Wildlife Trust has acknowledged that the County Wildlife Site designation is next-to-useless for requiring landowners to avoid harm to existing natural assets.  We should ask CC to consider how it can support development of measures that would improve the protection – we have a strong example locally.
We have the following CWS in the Parish
· NC11 Millook Woodlands
· NC59 Coxford (3 portions)
· NC61 Higher Crackington Valley
· NC12 Crackington and Hill Down Valley
CWT’s website states “County Wildlife Site designation should (my italics) offer a level of protection against damaging activity, with any developments or change of use on these sites having to go through an Environmental Impact Assessment. However, the bleak reality is that this non-statutory designation is vulnerable to acts of habitat destruction and there are recent cases where this has happened with relevant enforcement agencies sadly lacking the resources to stop wildlife losses.
Sadly, what we’ve seen over the years is more and more County Wildlife Sites being destroyed, contributing to the slow erosion of Cornwall’s beautiful natural environment and heritage, and the associated loss of wildlife and habitats (as evidenced by our recent State of Nature Cornwall 2020 report).
We need to see the better enforcement of County Wildlife Site designation if nature in Cornwall is to recover at the scale needed to tackle the climate and ecological crisis we face.”
Our Higher Crackington Valley CWS was substantially harmed several years ago.  Once a County Wildlife Site has been damaged it is difficult to get enforcement action. As they are not protected by law there are no automatic legal penalties for damaging a LWS and enforcement action can only occur indirectly e.g. through other environmental laws like breaches of planning control, pollution, illegal felling or protected species laws.
The PC will recall that it was not possible to exercise any sanction against this harm.
It follows that, for all the stated ambitions of the NRS, the quality and condition of existing natural assets in CWS is very much reliant on the voluntary co-operation of landowners.  CWS’ priority is to positively engage with landowners, offering free site surveys/reports and giving advice on enhancement and management. 
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